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Brot hers and Si sters:

Many of you who were nenbers of fornmer System Council 8 or were
involved with an injury knew or heard of MIlton C. Bennett.
Brother Bennett died on OCctober 16, 2008 of a mnmassive heart

at t ack. Brot her Bennett served as a General Chairman of System
Council 8 and also as a representative of an FELA firm for many
years. Flowers were sent to the funeral by the Council. Br ot her

Bennett assisted the undersigned with many issues on his forner
properties and had a deep devotion to the nenbers of this
Or gani zat i on.

As a result of the assignnent of the Rail Task Force, the staff of
this of fice has been assi sting vari ous | nt er nat i onal
Representatives wth Local officer training. This past quarter we
have conducted training for officers of 152, 506, 794, 886, 946,
1022, 1023 and 1856.

Wiile the election results are not conplete as of this witing,
specifically here in Mnnesota s Senate race | am happy to report
we will have a new President and hopefully a new direction for
this country in January. My thanks to those of you who devoted
your tinme to help this Organization wth the canpaign.

Om' gminedd - % epredent‘aﬁon ({79'7 \S)em/ice
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| have also been advised that the National Cost  Sharing
Contribution for the Health and Wlfare wll increase slightly
next year from $166.25 to 170. 96 begi nning on January 1, 2009.

As many of vyou have read in recent press releases, several
Carriers and Labor Organizations joined resources to fight the
Department of Transportation’s direct observation requirenent for
all enployees involved in return-to-duty and follow up testing.
The agency had decided to go ahead with the direct observation
requi renent effective Novenber 1, 2008, however on Cctober 31,
2008, the U S. Court of Appeals issued an order which stays the
mandatory rule tenporarily while the court considers whether to

stay the rule for the duration of the litigation. Pl ease notify
t he nenbership. | have enclosed detailed information on this
i ssue.

Also noteworthy in this report is that Congress recently passed

the Rail Safety Bill and AMIRAK Reauthorization Bill. The Rail
Safety Bill includes the addition of several hundred Federal
Rail road Adm nistration |nspectors. The AMIRAK Reaut horization
Bill is inmportant, not only for AMRAK nenbers, but to the

Rai | road Retirenent system

| would again like to ask for any suggestions you nay have for
addition to the Council web site. | have received many favorable
and positive comments on our site and commend and thank Assi stant
CGeneral Chairman Jeff Burk for his many hours spent keeping the
site up to date and Retired Executive Board Menber Greg Schulz for
supplying this office with many news itens that are placed on the
site.

This quarter the Council staff has conducted business or obtained
information relative to the following Carrier’s affecting Local
menbers:
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Canadi an Nati onal /| C- CCP- WC- DM R- DWP

| am pleased to report that an Agreenent has been obtained for and
ratified by our nenbers on the DWV& Railroad. The ternms and
conditions should be fully inplenented by January 1, 2009.

A Public Law Board hearing was conducted in Chicago on Cctober
21%', where two (2) IC issues were presented and argued. As soon
as the Awards are rendered, the Locals and the Claimants wll be
so notified.

W continue to nove forward wth discussions on inplenenting
Agreenments for the CNEJE acquisition wth another neeting
scheduled in m d Novenber.

There have been two (2) neetings to discuss the updating of the
Tel ecommuni cati on Departnent Agreenent on the IC property. e
have many Agreenment sections in place at this tine.

Anot her conpensation issue has been recently discovered wth the
application of pay on the DW property that is being investigated
by the Carrier and will be discussed with this office. W have
al so been approached by the Carrier about noving the DWP enpl oyees
into the DM Agreenents.

Canadi an Paci fic/ Soo Line
The acquisition of the Dakota, M nnesota and Eastern Railway by

the Canadian Pacific was recently approved by the Surface
Transportation Board.
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Local 886 Menber Rick MIller, who is also the Local Conmtteenan
at the Carrier’s Ml waukee Wrk Equipnent Shop and has been as

long as | have worked for the Council is due to retire this
guarter. | would like to take this opportunity to express ny
appreciation for his many years of Carrier service and service to
the Organization, as well as to this office. | w sh Brother

MIller the best for a |ong, happy and healthy retirenent.

There were two (2) outstanding discipline clainms argued at the
Second Division in July. The Locals and Cainmants were notified
and when the Awards are rendered, those involved wll be advised.

| have a neeting scheduled with the Shop Manager at St. Paul on
Novenber 6'" to discuss several issues that were presented at a
recent Local neeting recently | attended.

Elgin Joliet and Eastern

A Public Law Board hearing was conducted in |late August to discuss
one (1) subcontracting claim The Award has been rendered and
upon receipt of the signed signature pages from the Carrier, the
Award wi Il be forwarded to the Local.

W are working with representatives of the IAM and SMANA on an
| npl enenting Agreenent for the Gary Railroad. This railroad wll
be formed as a result of the CN EJE acqui sition.
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Belt Railway of Chicago

W have had a follow up neeting with a representative of the
Engi neering Departnment 1in connection with the addition of a
Mai nt enance El ectrician on this property. We have been advised
that a Tel econmunication Departnent enployee has been recently
hired on the property.

Mont ana Rai |l Link

The Carrier and the O ganizations have agreed to “status quo”
concerning the issues with the health care plan and w Il discuss
it the next round of bargaining.

Lake Superior and |Ishpem ng Railroad Conpany

Wth the nations’ econony in the tank, the steel industry is
| osing nonentum Cleveland diffs, the parent conpany of LS&,
has recently announced reductions at mnes in northern M nnesota
and M chi gan, however, as of this witing there has been no i npact
on our menbers working for this Carrier.

Evansvill e and Western Railroad Conpany

No news to report.

Paducah and Louisville Railroad Conpany

No news to report.
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Nort hern I ndi ana Commuter Transportation District

The only outstanding issue from the last round of bargaining is
the updating of the |abor Agreement. The Carrier has advised that
they do not desire to nove forward with this project until all
Organi zati ons have obtained an Agreenent during this round of
bar gai ni ng.

BNSF Rai | way

The FMLA arbitration hearing is scheduled for Novenber 12, 2008 in
Washi ngt on.

This discussion is not new and is becom ng rather redundant; but
again, use the blue flags are required by Conpany policy. Vi ce
CGeneral Chairman Heyland recently attended a discipline hearing
for a menber with over thirty (30) years of service and tw (2)
separate previous Blue Flag violations. The blue flags are for
your protection. There is absolutely no excuse for not wusing
t hem If you do not, there are serious consequences. W have
also seen a rising nunber of discipline issues in the
Tel ecomruni cati on Depart nment.

The Topeka Shops are scheduled to begin 24/7 operations shortly.
Vice Ceneral Chairman Heyl and has been on at l|least tw (2) recent
conference calls wth the other Shop Craft Oganizations to
di scuss this issue.

There were several outstanding clains argued at the Second
Division in July. The Locals and Claimants were notified of the
heari ng being conducted and when the Awards are rendered, those
invol ved wi |l be advi sed.
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Vice Ceneral Chairman Heyland and Executive Board Menber Darrell
Patterson have been involved with the Carrier, New York Air Brake
Corporation and the FRA in the testing of the Electronic/Pneumatic
air brakes in an attenpt to secure the electric portion of that
work for our menbers and it is inperative that we need to be
involved in this work. W are aware that there is a definite need
for training in this area and therefore each Local needs to
conpile a list of those nenbers who need this type on training and
submt that list to your Shop Superintendent or senior nmanager.
Pl ease provide a copy of that list to this office so that we can
nmoni tor the situation.

Attached please find the third quarter travel, vacation and
financial reports. There is a large anmount of news regularly
posted on our web site that is of an interest to our nenbers.

Respectfully and fraternally submtted,

Dal e E. Doyl e
General Chairnman

DEDY dgw ( OPEI U)

Att achment s
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Dal e Doyl e’s Travel Third Quarter:
July 22" through 24'", 2008 — Washi ngton, DC — NRAB Second
Di vi si on heari ngs

July 28" through 30'", 2008 — Chicago, Illinois — Belt Railroad
(29'") — BNSF (30'")

August 1, 2008 — Superior, Wsconsin — BNSF Discipline
i nvestigation

August 6, 2008 — Waterloo, lowa — CN Discipline investigation
August 28'" and 29'", 2008 — Chicago, Illinois — CN
Tel ecommuni cati on Agreenent Negotiations (28'") — EJE Public
Law Board Hearing (29'")
Sept enber 2, 2008 — St. Paul, N nnesota — Local Union 886 Meeting

Septenber 4, 2008 — M nneapolis, M nnesota — Local Union 506
Meet i ng

Septenber 16, 2008 — St. Paul, Mnnesota — Soo CGeneral Chairnen’s
Meet i ng

Septenber 17, 2008 — Bl oom ngton, M nnesota — BNSF CGener al
Chairnmen’ s Meeting

Sept enber 18'" and 19'", 2008 — Rochester, M nnesota — Sixth
District Progress Meeting
Dal e Doyl e’ s Vacation Used Third Quarter of 2008:
July 11, 2008 1 day

July 18, 2008 1 day

Ri ck Heyland’s Travel Third Quarter:

July 22" through 24'", 2008 — Washi ngton, DC — Second Di vi si on
NRAB Heari ng

July 28" and 29'", 2008 — Topeka, Kansas, |nvestigation
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August 12'" and 13'", 2008 - Topeka, Kansas, |nvestigations
August 21%' and 22", 2008 — Topeka, Kansas, |nvestigation

Sept enber 7'" through 12'", 2008 — Phoeni x, Arizona — Seventh
District Progress Meeting

Sept enber 17 through 19'" 2008 — Chicago, Illinois — Nationa
Associ ation of Railroad Arbitrators

Sept enber 23" and 24'", 2008 — Topeka, Kansas, |nvestigations

Ri ck Heyl and’ s Vacation Used Third Quarter of 2008:
Sept enber 2" through 5'", 2008 4 days

Sept enber 30, 2008 1 day

Mark Kl ecka’s Travel Third Quarter:

July 2, 2008 — Chicago, Illinois — 14'" Street — Attendance Policy
Meet i ng

July 23"9 through 25'", 2008 — Des Mvines, lowa — El eventh District
Progress Meeting

July 29" and 30'", 2008 — Mchigan City, Indiana — Local Union
2355 — Final contract nmeeting/ratification

August 12'" and 13'", 2008 — LaCrosse, Wsconsin — SIAP

August 19'" through 22" 2008 — Seattle, Washington — Ninth
District Progress Meeting — Local Union 1769 |ocal neeting

August 27'" through 29'", 2008 — Chicago, Illinois — CNIC EJE
| npl enenti ng Agreenent — Tel ecommuni cati on Depart nent
Agr eenent

Sept enber 2" through 4'", 2008 M ssoul a, Montana — MRL
negoti ati ons

Sept enber 16'" through 18'", 2008 — BNSF- GCA neeting
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Mark Kl ecka’s Vacation Used Third Quarter of 2008:

July 11, 2008 1 day
July 18, 2008 1 day
Sept enber 10, 2008 1 day
Sept enber 19, 2008 1 day
Sept enber 22, 2008 1 day

Jeff Burk’s Travel Third Quarter:

July 29'" and 20'", 2008 — Denver, Col orado — Local 547 neeting and
Tel ecom Meeti ng

August 28'" 2008 — Chicago, Illinois — CNIC Tel com neeting

Sept enber 9'" through 11'", 2008 — Phoeni x, Arizona — Seventh
District Progress Meeting

Sept enber 16'" through 19'", 2008 — Hastings, M nnesota — BNSF
GCA neeting and office work

Sept enber 24'" and 25'", 2008 — Fort Worth, Texas — BNSF Tel ecom
Meet i ngs
Jeff Burk’s Vacation Used Third Quarter of 2008:

Sept enber 8, 2008 1 day
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